Rﬁ'-l::::ril]}' an American Council
on Education (ACE) evaluation
team reviewed the Program of
Ingtruction (PO1) of all USASMA-
generated NCOES courses, Each
PO was analyzed [or its content
and depth of material as compared
to college level studies and classi-
fied inlo mujor areas of concentra-
tion. The tenm then determined
the college course equivalency and
the amount of eredit hours enrmed
for the Instruction.

The BNCOC and ANCOC peq-
ommended eredits are from the
evaluation of the Common Leader
Training poction of the course,

- which is USASMA's responsibility,
Eachproponentschool isresponsi-
- hie for the additional MOS instruc
tion and ensuring that the entire
course 18 evaluated by ACE,
s important 1o note that the
Bantle Statl NCO Course wasn't
previously evalupted by ACE and
graduntes of the course hiven't
been nble fo recelve vorresponding
collepe eredit for the conrse. Battle

should now consider applying for
~an update on their Servicernem-
- bers Opportunily Collepe Agree-
ment (SOCAD) o have the rec-
ommended eredit from BSNCOC
applied 1o their college transcript,
This ACE evaluation included

the Sergeants Major Course nine-
month POL which will allow {he
| present -:luss to receive college

from 22 weeks to 40 weeks, the
 course increasad from 18 o 22 rec-
ommended credit houra, 1 hours of
which are considered uppet lewi]
(juniorisenior) instruction,

- ing courses is listed in the Guide to
the Evaluation of F&ucaﬂunf[:amm
rience in the Armed Services pub-
hcaton, Thas guide 1s located in ey-

CStaf NCO  Course  graduates

aredit upon, gmdummn in June of

1996, Since the POI was extended

All ACE-recommended credit
for NCOES and other Army train-

Saldlers Gain No-Cost
College Credit for NCOES

By SGM John Welske
cery Army Educabon Center and

provides the education counselor a
means of evaluating the soldier's

~military training toward college

couivilency credit,

Hach collepe reserves the right
lix aece pl or rejeet the ACE recom-
mendations for credit as there is no
guarantes thal the college will e
cept the credit as listed in the AU
guide. All Servicemember QOppor-

- tunity Colleges will evaluate mili-

tary fraining vsing the ACE Cuide
and will apply the recommended
credit toward o degree plan. In
maost cases they will not transeript
duplicated credit.

The soldier must complete a
1L Form 295, Application for the
Evaluation of Leacning Experi-
ence During Military Service, al
his or her servicing personne] of-

flee and provide a certified copy to

the education counselor, The
counselor will ensure that all in-
formation s correct and add the
corresponding  ACE  evaluation

numbers, The DD 295 iz then sent

10 the college for evaluation. Any
time a saldier is evaloated at a dif-

Aerent college a DD Form 293
must be subimitted for evalustion

by that college. These hours will

ol transfer from one college (o

anciher b5 4 transcripl cowrse
does,

The ACE-recommended col-
lege equivalency hours are at no
cost to the soldier or the govern-

ment and are based strictly on the
evaluation of the course POTL As a

school’s PO s chanped or sub-
stantially amended it should be re-
evaluated by ACE to cnsure sol-
ciers are receiving the maximusm

amount of credif as they complete

their MOS or NCOBES develup-
ment training. M

Weiske is schonl secretariat for the

(15, Army Serpeants Major Acades
my, Fio Bliss, TX
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At Ft. Benning...

BASE H

By S5G David Ahroms

o years, soldiers an their way 1o
FHEUES courses have filed into a
amall room, aat at desks and filled in
Lhe bol:bles on test seore sheets wilh No.
2 peneils, The examination, the Test of
Adull Basic Educalion, is desigoed Lo
give Army school officials an idea of the
soldier’s general knowledge of math,
reacing and grammar skills, Taking the
TABE has become as familiar as packing
the dullle bae [or PLDC,

MWow there's another test on the hori-
ron—ane which may eventually replace
the TABE with questions specifically de-
signed 1o evalugle common military
leadership skills.

The Basic Atrmy Skills Examinahon
goes even farther than the TABE in
measuring asoldier’s knowled pe of skills
related to the military, said Bill Kinni-
son, an education services spacialist with
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T ]
5403 Marcus Johisaon poi-
dars @ gqueation while tak-
fng the TABE ar the Ft.

Bilzs, TX, Army Education
Cenier.

nary rescarch on BASE," he
said, referring to a $15 million,
inlensive front-end task analy-
sis of BASE conducted before
the first proposal went up to
the Department of the Army
for approval, “We looked at %4
hugh-lensity Milicary Cccupa-
tional Speciallies to determine
the academic skills they need-
ed for each level of NCOES. It
was the most detailed rescarch
study ever done on this planet!

“I'he only studies done on
the TABE as it relates Lo
NMCOES involve test resulis,”
he continued. “Those studies
don't go into Lhe lest canfents
as specifically related 1o
NMCOES.”

Phofe by 2547 L ot Abraria

s Homer

Traiming  and  Doctrine Command’s
Education Training and Suppart Dhvi-
SO

HSome areas on both lesls are identi-
cal—such as, reading comprehension
and identifying parts of speech,” he said,
“Butl what Lhe BASE has that the TABE
doesn't is guestions on how 1o read
tables, graphs and pauges. These arc
skills cvery soldier needs ta know™

Kimnisan, the unofficial cheerleader
for the BASE, is proposing that the
Army phase out the TABE and replace if
with the BASE. Tt's a move he admits is
not popular in manyv circles. When he
briefed on the BASE at the rtecemt
Worldwide KOOES Conference, Kimnni-
son was met with protests foom senior
leaders concerned about the effective-
ness of the new test and the cosls
associated with fickding it to local educa-
tinn centers.

“We've already done all the prelimi-

Kinnison and other propo-
nents of the BASE are cur-
renthy wailing oo the po-ahead from the
office of the Deputy Chiel of Stall for
Operations. Once the green light is offi-
cial, Kinnison said the BASE could be in
lhe hands of Iocal cducation centers
within nine months,

The bigeest beauty ol the BASE isthe
fact that the Army “owns” i, Kinnison
noted, First developed i 1957 [or LS,
Army Europe, the BASE has since seen
a lot of shelf life as education centers
continue o use the fraditional TABE far
soldiers bound [or NCOES,

“One thing thal makes the BASE a0
special is the fact that soldier tasks arc
mutched o academic tasks and then
tested on the BASE so everything is
linked,” Kinnisun added, “The TABE on
the ather hand is a general basic skills
test that was developed for erilinn use.™

One signifieant change in theworks is
setting a passing score [or each level of
MCOES. “We know the level of knowl-
edpe needs to go up as the woldier’s level
of responsibility increases.” Kinnison
said. “Therefore, the different cut-off
scores would more accuralely measure
what that soldier needs to know at each
level ol his ar her career. I'm sure this is

samething that would have a lot of ap-
peal for NCOs Laking the test.”

In addition, Kinnison proposcs that
each eareer management field establish
its own score. “For instance, the mare
technical CMFs may want to set a much
higher passing score than the rest of the
Army,” he said. “Others may not feel
they need 1o set such high scores.”

Kinnison's sugzestion is that subject
matter experts like chiels of schools and
local academy cadre be the ones 1o sel
the score standards. “What could be
more appropriate than NCOs coming up
with the passing scorcs?’ he  says
*MICOs will havye their hands on the
BASE from the start, Adier all, ic's their
rest; chey own it. My poal is 1o get this
exam off the dusty shelves and mlo the
hands of NOOs"

Al least one education center in Lthe
Army has blown the dust off the booklel
covers and started using the BASE ona
regular basis.

At Fort Beoning, GA, the BASE has
completely replaced the TABE in the
|nst twa vears, primarly due to subatan-
tial savings, said Elaine Livingsion,
education services officer for the instal-
lation. “Every time we gave the TABLE,
we had to pay for all the materials,” she
said, “With the BASE, however, there
are no costs invalved.”

Test Control Officer Gloria Kelsey,
whao works directly with the new exam,
said not only is the BASE easier to ad-
minister (il reguires fewer individual
timed sections), it's also moce pertinent
to those filling in the answer shools.
“Maost of the questions are directly re-
lated 1o the Army—for instance, the
reading comprehension scenarios are
about soldiers and military lite," she
said. “This makes it very [amniliar ternito-
1v for the fest-takers.”

Doth Fi. Beoning officials said they
see d bright fulure for the BASE. at least
at their installation.

Meanwhile, as Kinnison continues 1o
wail [or approval from DCSOPS, he also
continues to champion the proposal io
change the exams; “The rescarch and
statiscical analysis has all been done and
it tella us that the BASE is a good, reli-
able test.” Il

Abrams iv senior journadist for The NCO
Journal.
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